FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Nurturing Vines and Minds
2nd Annual Promenade through the Vines Raises Funds for Local Children
 (Monterey, CA)—April 4, 2011— Support scholarships, local charities in Monterey County, and the American Heart Association by enjoying a day in the vineyard with the Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation (MCVGF) at the 2nd Annual Winery Walk on June 4th, 2011 at Paraiso Vineyards.

The primary focus of the 5-mile Winery Walk will be to raise funds and provide scholarships opportunities to agricultural employee’s children.  The local demand for scholarship assistance has never been greater as tuition costs continue to rise and supplementary means to pay fees for tuition, books, and other collegiate expenses continue to dwindle.  In the past, many of the recipients have indicated that they will be the first in their family to attend college and look forward to giving back to their community and making their families proud.  All recipients have demonstrated leadership in the areas of academics, extracurricular participation, and community involvement.  In 2010, over $10,000 was awarded to local students.  

“The scholarship program that is managed by the Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation is one of the many ways that the local viticulture community has stepped up to show the value that they place on those individuals who care for the land and contribute to growing grapes and making wine in the region, as well as the value placed on the next generation who will live and work in Monterey County,” stated Rhonda Motil, Executive Director of the Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation.  “For the walkers who participate, this is a great way to have a one-of-a-kind experience in the vineyard, participate in a fun event, and know that you are directly impacting the life of an aspiring college student.  Whether making a personal donation to raise the $100 to walk, or collecting funds from pledge donors, it’s an easy and fun way to make a difference in our community.”  

By participating, each walker will receive a T-shirt and gift bag, and will be invited to participate in the post-walk celebration.  Registration begins at 7:45a.m., followed by the vineyard walk at 8:00a.m.  A life-style cooking demonstration, farmer’s market, massages, brunch and wine reception will conclude the festivities immediately after the walk.
To participate in the walk, minimum donations begin at $100.  The MCVGF site, www.MontereyWines.org, has a simple online tool to register for the walk and create a customized walker page in order to begin securing donations from family, friends, and colleagues to support their efforts.  Walkers that raise additional donations at levels of $250, $500 and $1000 will be entered into a prize drawing at the end of the walk.  Prizes will include: an Amazon Kindle, $250; an Apple iPad donated by J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines, $500; and a Get-Away-Weekend in Monterey with hotel stay and dinner, $ 1000.  All donations are tax deductible.
Family and friends who wish to cheer and enjoy the post-brunch, farmer’s market, and Monterey County wines, are welcome to attend for $30 per person. 

Throughout the year, MCVGF also donates to other c3 non-profit organizations that seek funding to achieve their mission.  Previous community beneficiaries have included Rancho Cielo, The Kinship Center, The Boys and Girls Club and the Central Coast Visiting Nurses Association.  National beneficiaries have included Cure Breast Cancer, Inc., Best Buddies, and Habitat for Humanity.  

For more event details and registration, visit www.MontereyWines.org or call (831) 375-9400. For information about Paraiso Vineyards, visit www.paraisovineyards.com.

About MCVGF
The Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation has been active in community contributions for over a decade.  In a year when community needs are greater than ever, the viticulture industry hosts the Winery Walk to utilize its’ valuable assets of people, land and products to help fulfill the needs of the area.  Winemakers, vineyard managers, owners and winery personnel will all be on-hand to join in the walk and show their support for the community.  
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