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12TH ANNUAL GREAT WINE ESCAPE WEEKEND

November 13th—15th, 2009 
Monterey Vintners & Growers Association Hosts World-Class Wine and Food Event

WHAT:
Escape the ordinary at the Great Wine Escape Weekend, November 13th-15th.  Now in its second decade, the Great Wine Escape celebrates Monterey County’s world-class wines and gastronomic delights crafted by nationally recognized chefs during a weekend of unbeatable events. More than fifty award-winning wineries showcase their wines, reflecting the quality of the region’s distinct AVAs. Here’s a sneak peek at some of this year’s events:

FRIDAY, November 13th 

Palate Pleasers 

This event offers two interactive seminars that will run throughout the day and will also include a four-course lunch paired with Monterey County wines. Seminar topics will include “The Do’s & Don’ts of wine and food pairings” and “Chocolate, Herbs and Wine”.  The lunch will be prepared by Chef Robert Bleifer, Executive Chef of the Food Network and Chef Jerry Regester, Executive Chef at the InterContinental: The Clement Monterey. 
Winemaker Dinners

Monterey County wineries will collaborate with local restaurants to provide exquisite Winemaker Dinners.  Ten restaurants and 40 wineries will be featured over a course of two evenings, including the signature Wine Enthusiast Dinner at The C Restaurant.  (Friday and Saturday dinners available) 

SATURDAY, November 14h

Guided Tours 

Leave the driving to someone else.  Three guided tours are available. You can explore the tasting rooms of Carmel Valley, enjoy the tasting rooms along the River Road Wine Trail, or set out on a day of “getting to work” and experience just how that grapes in the vineyard end up in the perfect bottle of wine on your dining table. 

Winery Open Houses 

Visit the tasting rooms of Monterey County for a private meeting and tasting.  Monterey County wineries will open their doors with special tastings, hors d'oeuvres, and music. Guests can select from either a personal self-guided tour or ride in comfort through a luxury motor or mini coach.  

Blending Seminar 

Be a winemaker for a day as you explore the challenges of blending that signature bottle of wine. Educate, entertain and elevate your tasting experience with a sensory glass seminar led by Riedel Crystal and enjoy a relaxing lunch with a view of the Santa Lucia Highlands.

SUNDAY, November 15h 

The Great Wine Escape Finale 

This showcase event will feature barrel samples and reserve wines from Monterey County wineries.  The “Hidden Gems” area of the tasting will also feature wineries who grow grapes in Monterey County, but who do not have tasting rooms in the area.  You’ll also enjoy food samplings from local restaurants and have the opportunity to bid on rare auction lots. Culinary enthusiasts will be intrigued with both local and celebrity chef cooking demonstrations.   

WHO:
Special events and early admission for the Press.  Open trade and consumer events are also included in the weekend. Details on Monterey Wine Country are available at www.montereywines.org  Ticket prices begin at $40, Packages, including accommodations, are available from $1655.   Early-access tickets can be purchased at 831.375.9400 and will be available online beginning July 2009.  

WHEN:
Friday, November13 – Sunday, November 15, 2009

WHERE:
Various locations throughout Monterey County.  Sample sites include the Intercontinental, Monterey The Clement Hotel, Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa, and various wineries and tasting rooms throughout the region.  

ABOUT:

The Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association (MCVGA) brings together the talents and resources of its members, partners and the community in order to promote and support leadership in the art, the science and the business of wine.  Founded in 1974, MCVGA is a non-profit organization representing over 85 vintners and growers in Monterey, California. For additional information, please visit www.montereywines.org, or call (831) 375-9400.
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