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LOOKING FORWARD TO A YEAR OF MONTEREY'S BEST
Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association Announces Events for 2010
(Monterey, CA) February 9, 2010—The Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association (MCVGA) will host three delicious events in 2010, each bringing awareness to Monterey's wealth of wine and culinary delights and the folks who bring them to the table.
Starting things off, the Wine Auction and Gala will take place on May 8 from 5:00 PM to 10:00 PM at the Mission Ranch in Carmel.  At this annual event, the membership of the MCVGA recognizes a prominent Monterey County viticulture leader  for his or her contributions to the industry, community, and causes that are supported by the Association.  This year's honoree will be Rich Smith, President of Paraiso Vineyards and Valley Farm Management.  Not just an intimate gourmet dinner with wine industry insiders, this event also serves a uniquely humanitarian purpose with a live and silent auction to benefit a handful of worthy causes: College scholarships for children of Monterey County agriculture employees, agriculture studies through the American Vineyard Foundation, viticulture research through the University of California Monterey Outreach Office, and other non-profit organizations throughout the community.  

On August 7 from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM at Monterey's Custom House Plaza, the 18th Annual Winemakers' Celebration will bring over 50 Monterey County wineries to pour new releases and special edition wines for the public.  This outdoor summer festival showcases the diversity of Monterey's epicurean delights alongside entertainment such as barrel-building and live music, as well as a silent auction.

The jewel in the crown of Monterey Wine Country events is the 14th Annual Great Wine Escape Weekend held November 12 through 14 in various locations across the County.  Set against a backdrop of unparalleled scenic beauty, this popular weekend highlights the best of the Monterey lifestyle with wine from over 40 wineries and gastronomic delights crafted by local and nationally-recognized chefs.  Complete with kitchen demonstrations, tours, wine-and-food pairing seminars, winemaker dinners featuring Monterey's local winemakers and the bounty of the harvest along with other special events, this is a weekend sure to enchant guests looking to eat, drink and be merry amidst the natural splendor of the Monterey County coastline.
For tickets or information concerning these events, please visit http://montereywines.org/events or call the Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association at 831.375.9400.  

The Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association (MCVGA) brings together the talents and resources of its members, partners and the community in order to promote and support leadership in the art, science and business of wine.  Founded in 1974, MCVGA is a non-profit organization representing over 75 vintners and growers in Monterey, California. For additional information, please visit www.montereywines.org, or call 831.375.9400. 
· Wine Auction and Gala: May 8, 5:00-10 PM, Mission Ranch, Carmel
· 18th Annual Winemakers' Celebration: August 7, 1-5 PM, Custom House Plaza, Monterey
· 14th Annual Great Wine Escape Weekend, November 12-14, various locations
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