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Vintners and Other Industry Professionals Share Knowledge From 

the Vineyard, Wine Cellar, and Beyond 

Entrepreneurs Invited to Jump Start Their Dream of Operating a Wine-Related Business 

(Monterey, CA) September 13, 2009 — The Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association has once again partnered with the California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) to conduct “The Wine Business”.  This is an eight-week course, beginning on Thursday, September 17, 2009.  It is managed through CSUMB’s Extended Education Entrepreneurship Department.  Phil Woodward, co-founder of the Chalone Wine Group, originally designed the course and initiated it in Sonoma, CA.  Mr. Woodward was also involved in the development of this CSUMB curriculum.  He will kick off the first session of the class and share his expertise on getting into the wine industry.  

The sessions will feature over 10 industry professionals as panel members and discussion leaders.  Topics that will be covered include: 

· Learning strategies to recognize and make the most of current opportunities

· Creating a business plan

· Marketing, brand development, sales and distribution

· Understanding laws and compliance issues specific to the wine industry

This is an excellent primer for individuals who serve in a business function in the viticulture or wine industry or for those that have always had a dream for getting into the industry through planting a vineyard, building a winery, opening a tasting room or wine themed bed and breakfast, launching a wine distribution business, or other industry functions.  

The class meets every Thursday from 7pm – 9pm beginning on September 17th and concluding on November 5th.  Tastings of Monterey County wines follow most sessions.  Registrations are accepted by calling CSUMB at 831.582.4500 or registering at www.extended.csumb.edu/wine 

About MCVGA 

The Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association (MCVGA) brings together the talents and resources of its members, partners and the community in order to promote and support leadership in the art, the science and the business of wine.  Founded in 1974, MCVGA is a non-profit organization representing over 85 vintners and growers in Monterey, California. For additional information, please visit www.montereywines.org, or call (831) 375-9400.
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