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MONTEREY COUNTY CELEBRATES CALIFORNIA WINE MONTH:
SEPTEMBER EVENTS PLANNED COAST TO COAST

(Monterey, CA)  September 2, 2008— The Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association (MCVGA) is hosting events in both California and New York to celebrate September, 2008 as “California Wine Month” and to showcase the unique terroirs of Monterey County’s nine award-winning wine growing areas.

MCVGA will be partnering locally with KGO Radio on two efforts aimed at raising consumer awareness of Monterey wines, including a point-of-purchase promo with PW Markets in which the Bay Area stores will feature Monterey wines on all of their end-caps throughout California Wine Month. The MCVGA is also hosting a media, trade and consumer event at the Fairmont Hotel in San Jose on September 21, in partnership with Gene Burns and KGO Radio.

“San Jose is growing in influence as an important trade region,” said Rhonda Motil, executive director of the MCVGA. “More upscale dining establishments attract more educated wine lovers, and we want to make sure those people are acquainted with the stellar wine region that is just a quick, scenic drive to the south.”
On September 18-19, MCVGA joins the Salinas Valley Chamber of Commerce in their 29th Annual Salute to Agriculture, the premiere food and wine event which celebrates the history and tradition of vegetable growers and vintners in California’s Salinas Valley. The 2nd Annual Wine Pairing Dinner will be held on Thursday, September 18 from 6:00 – 9:00PM at Paraiso Vineyards, one of Monterey’s leading producers of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.  

“The ‘Salute to Agriculture’ event is a wonderful tribute to the number one industry in Monterey, and to the bounty we have in this region,” said Motil. “Agriculture is so important to the community in terms of jobs within the local economy and in terms of exporting products domestically and internationally.  Wine grapes, are an important contribution to that equation.”

Other MCVGA members will be on hand at the Taste of the Valley Food and Wine Gala on Friday, September 19 from 6:00 – 9:00PM at the National Steinbeck Center, a festive event offering samples of both locally-grown produce and award-winning wines.  
California Wine Month hits the Big Apple when the MCVGA hosts five events throughout the city to promote various aspects of Monterey Wine Country.  The events include: Going Green—Sustainable and Organic Wineries of Monterey at lunch, followed by a Rhônes of Monterey dinner at Gramercy Tavern, Monday, September 8, 7:00PM; Boutique Wines of Monterey County at Gotham Bar & Grill, Tuesday, September 9, 1:00PM; Pinot Noir Terroirs of Monterey County at Jojo’s, Thursday, September 11 at 1:00PM; Going Green—Sustainable and Organic Vineyards of Monterey at Blue Hill, Thursday, September 11, 7:00PM.    

The MCVGA will also be in New York City with other regional members of the Wine Institute during a media lunch on September 10 to discuss the current status of the California wine industry and to celebrate California Wine Month.  The lunch will be followed by media, trade and consumer tastings.  

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger proclaimed September, 2008 as California Wine Month for the fourth consecutive year, applauding the state’s wine community as one of the largest and most successful wine producing regions in the world. The California wine industry generates an estimated $19 billion in retail domestic sales.

The Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association (MCVGA) brings together the talents and resources of its members, partners and our community in order to promote and support leadership in the art, the science and the business of wine.  Founded in 1974, MCVGA is a non-profit organization representing over 85 vintners and growers in Monterey, California. For additional information, please visit www.montereywines.com, or call (813) 375-9400.
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