FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association Receives $276,084 USDA Value-Added Producer Grant

One of only thirteen organizations to receive the grant in California

June 3, 2010 (Monterey, CA)—Monterey County Vintners and Growers Association is one of only thirteen California recipients of the USDA Value-Added Producer Grant.  The statement came as Agriculture Secretary Vilsack announced funding assistance for agricultural producers and cooperatives across the country via resources made available through USDA Rural Development Assistance program authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill. The $276,084 grant awarded to the Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association (MCVGA) will impact promotional campaigns between June 2010 and January 2013. 
The USDA is acting as an important catalyst for business development and job creation in rural America. The Value-Added Producer Grant funds are provided for feasibility studies, business plans, marketing value-added agricultural products and for farm-based renewable energy projects.
 “The Value-Added Producer Grant will further impact the MCVGA’s strategic marketing plan for 2010 and beyond,” said Rhonda Motil, Executive Director, Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association. “We are delighted by the support of Monterey County’s wine industry and the recognized economic value it provides to both agriculture and tourism. The fact that we have garnered nearly $575,000 in grant funding over the past six months to support our marketing efforts validates that the Monterey wine region is truly on the horizon for great things,” continued Motil.  

Plans include four seasonal marketing campaigns across the U.S. to promote a cooperative of Monterey County wines within the retail sector.  Targeted cities will include the highest wine consumption states of California, Florida, Texas, and Illinois, among others.  The efforts will be supported by strategic marketing and public relations programs in each of the regions, as well as a buyer educational tour to Monterey which will allow even smaller boutique brands from Monterey County that do not have national distribution to be featured in front of key decision makers. 

The overall project is also supported through over $150,000 in association funds, as well as nearly $125,000 in in-kind contributions from partners and the community.   

Bringing together the talents and resources of its members, partners and the community, the MCVGA promotes and supports their leadership in the art, science and business of wine.  Founded in 1974, the Association is a non-profit organization representing over 75 vintners and growers in Monterey, California.  Additional details are available by visiting www.montereywines.org or by calling (831) 375-9400.  
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