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Tom Atherton Honored as 2008 Volunteer of the Year
by Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association

Carmel, CA (January XX, 2009) ( BBR LLP announced today that Tom Atherton, a CPA and tax manager in the firm’s Carmel office, has been honored as 2008 Volunteer of the Year by the Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association (MCVGA).
The Volunteer of the Year Award is given to a general or associate MCVGA member, chosen for his or her exceptional service in unconditionally and enthusiastically donating significant time and talent for the benefit of the Monterey County wine industry.
“I was very pleasantly surprised to find out I had been chosen as Volunteer of the Year for 2008,” said Atherton.  “As volunteers, we all work hard, but we have a good time doing it. It is easy to work hard and get a lot accomplished, working with such a wonderful group of people, and for an organization that benefits the entire county.”
Atherton has been an associate member and volunteer with MCVGA since 2003, and has worked at most every event the association has hosted over the past five years.  As a home winegrower himself, Atherton especially enjoys working with those in the wine industry.  For eight years, Atherton has been growing Bordeaux and Rhone grapes, and making wines from his own vineyard’s fruit to share with friends and family under his private “Red Barn Vineyards” label.
In Atherton’s day-to-day role as a CPA with more than 25 years of public accounting experience, he advises BBR’s business and individual clients on tax and accounting matters.  Atherton is also a contributing expert to regional publications, with published articles on tax issues that affect local businesses.

 “Tom joined our firm in August, and right from the start has been a fantastic team member, “ said Chris Steinbruner, a partner with BBR. “Tom’s knowledge—not only of tax and accounting, but of the local Salinas Valley and Monterey County business climate—make him an incredible asset to BBR and our clients. We’re proud of his accomplishments and glad to have him on our team.”
###

About BBR LLP Certified Public Accountants:

BBR LLP is a full-service CPA firm providing accounting, auditing, tax and consulting services to individuals, closely held businesses and nonprofit organizations. With offices in Carmel, San Francisco and Walnut Creek, BBR LLP provides the highest level of service with the most knowledgeable and experienced personnel who respond to the diverse needs of our clients in a timely, accurate manner.  BBR LLP actively gives back to the communities we serve through volunteerism and civic leadership across a broad range of art, health, education and human service organizations.  For more information please visit www.bbrcpa.com.
About MCVGA

The Monterey County Vintners & Growers Association (MCVGA) brings together the talents and resources of members, partners and the local community in order to promote and support its members’ leadership in the art, the science and the business of wine. Founded in 1974, MCVGA is a nonprofit organization representing over 85 vintners and growers in Monterey County. www.montereywines.org.
