FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Winery Walk 2010
Sneakers, compasses, vineyards, and magnums are all in a day’s “work” at the 
1st Annual Taste of the Vineyard Charity Walk
(Monterey, CA) May 20, 2010—The Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation, a non-profit charitable organization representing over 80 wineries and grape growers in Monterey County, is pleased to invite hiking enthusiasts, nature lovers, viticulture partners and the community at large to participate in the 1st Annual Winery Vineyard Walk on Saturday, June 26th at Paraiso Vineyards.  The walk begins at 8:30a.m.  Proceeds from the Winery Walk will be designated for the Foundation’s charter causes of scholarship programs for local high school students, community beneficiaries and viticulture research.  
The Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation has been active in community contributions for over a decade.  In a year when community needs are greater than ever, the viticulture industry is launching this event to utilize its’ valuable assets of people, land and products to help fulfill the needs of the area.  Winemakers, vineyard managers, owners and winery personnel will all be on-hand to join in the walk and show their support for the community.  

This charitable event will guide walkers through a rugged 5-mile trail of acclaimed Paraiso Vineyards in the famed Santa Lucia Highlands of Monterey County.  Nearly 150,000 vines occupy the sixteen different vineyard blocks situated in the hills and canyons of the estate's rough terrain.  The scenic path will lead walkers through such picturesque stops as Wedding Hill, West Terrace and Eagles Perch Vineyards; home to the vines that produce world class, award winning wine.
Participants in the Winery Walk will raise a minimum of $200 to venture the 5-mile trail, the equivalent of a nominal $40 per mile.  They will then receive access to the private vineyard trails, an event t-shirt, walker bag of sponsor items, games and prizes at various stops along the trail, action vineyard photo of each walker during the race, and admission to the after-walk party and luncheon at Paraiso Vineyards, immediately following the event.   All walkers will also receive a winery discount for wines purchased the day of the walk.  

Walker donation contributions are tax deductible and a sponsor toolkit will be provided to each walker upon registration in order to help them gain sponsors for their walk.   Onlookers who wish to support the walkers by attending the post-party event can join the luncheon and wine tasting for $30 per attendee. 

Participants can register online at www.winerywalk.com or by contacting the Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation office at 831.375.9400 or info@montereywines.org. 
The Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation, MCVGF, is a 501c3 organization.  Tax ID #31-1790962.  MCVGF beneficiary information: 

MCVGF manages a scholarship program for children of vineyard and winery employees throughout Monterey County.  In the past, so many of these recipients have indicated that they will be the first in their family to attend college and look forward to giving back to their community and making their families proud.  All recipients have demonstrated leadership in the areas of academics, extracurricular participation, and community involvement.  In 2009, nearly $15,000 was awarded to local students.  

MCVGF also donates to other c3 non-profit organizations that seek funding to achieve their mission.  Previous community beneficiaries have included Rancho Cielo, The Kinship Center, The Boys and Girls Club and the Central Coast Visiting Nurses Association.  National beneficiaries have included Cure Breast Cancer, Inc., Best Buddies, and Habitat for the Humanity.  

Additional funds generated from the Winery Walk  are used for research studies through The American Vineyard Foundation and the University of California Division (UCCE) of Agriculture and National Resources (ANR) Research.  As a community, we continue to recognize that having the foresight to monitor invasive vineyard pests will lead to the long-term sustainability of one of Monterey’s key industries.  
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