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LOCAL STUDENTS SHINE AND VINTNERS GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY 

Viticulture employee’s children are honored as they venture off to college 

July 6, 2009 (Monterey, CA)— As 2009 graduating seniors take the summer to prepare for their collegiate career, the Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation (MCVGF) is pleased to announce the winners of the 2009 MCVGF scholarship awards program.  The program honors 2009 high school seniors whose parent(s) are winery or vineyard workers employed by a MCVGF member.  

The primary source of funding for the scholarship program is from the annual Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation Auction & Gala.  In addition, MCVGF partnered with the Monterey Peninsula Chapter of the Knights of the Vine to raise additional funds that were used in the program.    Overall, $15,000 in scholarship awards were provided to the awardees.  

Recipients of the scholarships may study the subject of their choice at any accredited university. Scholarships candidates are evaluated based upon demonstrated scholastic ability, community involvement, leadership, and their determination to succeed. Five students were honored by MCVGF for their outstanding accomplishments.  

“This is a fabulous program that I am honored to be involved in,” commented Rhonda Motil, Executive Director of the Monterey County Vintners and Growers Foundation.  “As an industry, we are pleased to know that we can make a difference in the lives of children that have committed themselves to succeeding in high school and making a difference in their community.”  

The 2009 award winners from this competitive program included: 

Arthur Flint graduated from Lynbrook High School.  He received a $3000 scholarship, which included a $2000 award from MCVGF and a $1000 award from the Knights of the Vine.  Arthur is attending the University of Idaho to study rangeland management. He wants to pursue a professional job in the outdoors.

Reynaldo Lopez, a $3500 award recipient, completed his local studies at Greenfield High School.  Renaldo will pursue a kinesiology major at California State University Monterey Bay and plan on pursuing a profession as a physical education teacher.

Angel de Jesus Perez graduated from Greenfield High School.  He received a $2000 scholarship and is attending Sacramento State University of California. He is majoring in Theater Arts in the hope of becoming an actor.

Gloria Rivera was awarded a $3500 scholarship.  She graduated from Paso Robles High School and will study communications/international relations at Cuesta College to pursue a career as a lawyer.  

John Pessagno graduated from Palma High School.  He received a $3000 award, which included a $2000 contribution from MCVGF and a $1000 acknowledgement from the Knights of the Vine.   He will study business administration at California Polytechnic University in San Luis Obispo in hopes of becoming manager or administrator of a company.  

The Monterey County Vintners & Growers Foundation (MCVGF) brings together the talents and resources of its members, partners and community in order to promote and support leadership in the art, the science and the business of wine.  Founded in 1974, MCVGF is a non-profit organization representing over 85 vintners and growers in Monterey, California.  

MCVGF will release the 2010 scholarship applications on January 1, 2010.  At that time, high school seniors can access the application forms at that time by calling 831.375.9400 or by downloading the form at www.montereywines.org.  
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT ALTA COMMUNICATIONS AT 805.543.2288.  Scholarship presentation pictures are available.  
